
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 

‡Musical Call to Worship      O Sacred Head arr. Leavitt 

*‡ Welcome  

 Opening Sentences 

 Leader: Jesus said: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
 People: Just as Christ has loved us, let us love one another. 

 Leader: Beloved people of God: This is the day when Christ, our Passover Lamb, surrendered 
himself to those who would kill him, setting us free from sin and death forever. 

 People: This is the day when Christ, our Teacher and Lord, knelt down to wash the 
disciples’ feet, showing us how to love and serve one another. 

 Leader: This is the day when Christ, the bread of heaven, shared a holy meal with his followers, 
offering a feast of abundant life and grace for all. 

*‡Hymn No. 30 O God, in a Mysterious Way DUNDEE 

 Prayer  

 The First Candle   Matthew 26:1-19 

*Hymn No. 220 Go to Dark GethsemaneREDHEAD 76 

 The Second Candle  Matthew 26:20-29 

 Meditation Was Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus Necessary? 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Supper  

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Our Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

 The Lord’s Prayer  (Traditional) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 Words of Institution 

 Communion of the People 

Come forward up the center aisle, 
starting from the back of the sanctuary, to receive the elements. Gluten free wafers are available on 

the table. We will serve worshipers in the pew who prefer to stay seated. 

 Prayer after Communion  

 



 



 



 

 The Third Candle  Matthew 26:30-46 

 Anthem   In Love Christ Came Among Us arr. Martin  

 The Fourth Candle  Matthew 26:47-68 

*Hymn No. 187  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY 

 The Fifth Candle  Matthew 26:69-75 

 Anthem  And When It Was Evening Litton 

 The Sixth Candle  Matthew 27:1-14  

 The Seventh Candle  Matthew 27:15-31 

 Silence 

 The Eighth Candle  Matthew 27:32-50 

*Hymn No. 727  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant   THE SERVANT SONG 

 The Ninth Candle  Matthew 27:51-54 

 Stripping the Church 

*All Depart in Silence 

*(Please rise in body or in spirit.) 
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Worship Notes 

As is our annual custom, we visually mark our progress through Lent with black drapes progressively 
covering our stained-glass windows. Each week more of the windows are hidden until on Good Friday 
they will be entirely covered. On Easter morning we remove the drapes and rejoice in the warmth and 
light that are restored to us in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In Love Christ Came Among Us (Anthem) 
by Joseph Martin 

In love, Christ came among us, coming not as king,  
But as a tiny baby born in Bethlehem; 
And we knew him not, and we knew him not, 
And we know him not! 

With grace, he walked among us,  
Showed us how to love: 
Giving, teaching, healing, calling us to God; 
And we followed not. 

Ah, holy Jesus, who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee! 
Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee.  
I crucified thee. 

In love, Christ came among us and went to Calvary. 
The perfect Lamb of God died to set us free, 
And still we loved him not, and we followed not, 
And we knew him not. 

Kyrie eleison. 

And When It Was Evening (Anthem) 
by Ken Litton 

And when it was evening, they gathered.  
They broke bread and shared the cup.  
For this is my body, he taught them.  
This is the blood shed for you.  

Then, like a servant, he knelt down. 
He took a towel to wash their feet.  
For this is the lesson he taught them:  
Go serve the world as I serve you.  

And when they followed to the garden,  
Again, he bowed, this time to pray.  
Then, as he cried out in grief and anguish,  
The forces of darkness came to take him away. 

And then they remembered his warning,  
For he had said this time would come.  
The sins of the world are my burden.  
This is the love I have for you.  

 


